patent, but the cystic duct was impervious.
The wall of the gall-bladder was found to be represented by a thin layer of indurated tissue, in which no pale muscular fibres could be traced. This membrane was closely applied like periosteum to the outer surface of the bone-like growth and was separable with some difficulty.
On removing this membrane the bony mass was found to be of the size and shape of a large walnut, to which it bore a further resemblance by the irregular furrows which traversed its outer surface. It weighs 137 grammes. To the unaided eye it has all the characters of dense bone, and its continuity is only broken at its middle, where it is perforated by a small nutrient artery. On sawing it across into halves, it still preserves a hard bone-like structure ; and several spicule are seen to run some distance into the cavity, which is also traversed by fibrous bands of connective tissue. The thickness of the bone-like wall varies from I-I2th to i-Sth of an inch.
Its contents are a gall-stone, the size of a large pea, consisting mainly of cholesterine. This is embedded in a dark bile-stained massof organised products which were in a state of decomposition when the specimen reached me. The artery which perforated the shell distributed itself amongst the connective tissue in the interior.
Although to the unaided eye the shell is in every respect like bone in appearance, it is really only a concretion of carbonate of lime with a few phosphates, and effervesces actively on the addition of a strong acid?a reaction which true bony-tissue would not exhibit. It is also devoid of histological structure. The condition is therefore one not of ossification but of calcification. 
